Melandrew DaycCare Safeguarding Policy

This policy has been developed ih accordancCe with the prinCiples established by the
Childrens ACts 1989 and 2004 and in line with goverhment publications. TAJorking
together to Safeguard Children 2006 , Framework for the assessment of Children in
heed and their families 2000, What to do if you are worried a child is being Abused
2006. If T have cause for concern T will report it following the (MASH) Multi-
Agency Safeguarding Hub on 0844 8803563.

AS a registered childminder ] take it seriously my responsibility to ensure the safety
and promote the welfare of Children in my Care in line with the procedures laid out
by the |oCal safeguarding Children board. T have developed a structured procedure
€0 be followed in the Case Of suspected abuse, which is regularly reviewed and
updated.

As the Desighated officer for my Childminding setting T work with other agencies
t0 ensure ] have adequate arrangements in place to identify, assess ahd support
those children who are suffering harm I Cah be contacted on 01271 325375 during
the following hours 0900-2100.

T will be attending the safeguarding Cchildren awareness in November 2010 anhd T am
aware of the sighs and symptoms Of abuse — physical, emotional, and sexual and
those of heglect. I update my training as nhecessary.

1 provide a Caring positive, safe ahd stimulating environment that promotes the
socCial, physical ahd moral development of the individual child. J support the
childrens development in Ways that will foster security, confidence and
independence.

1 aim to provide ah environment in which children and young people feel valued and
respected, and confident t0 approaCh me if they are in difficulties, believing they
Will be effectively listened to.

A copy of TWhat do to if you’re worried a Child is being abused’, is held and available
for you tO read if required. This sets out the guidelines for how I must record anhy
inCidents and disclosures and the procedures T must follow.

If I have a reason to believe that any Child in my Care heeds protection in anhy way 1
will

o TRefer a child if there are concerns about possible abuse, MASH (2) Referrals
will be made in writing, following a telephone Call. Unhder these
circumstances T Will share information relating to your child with MASH and
the Police if requested. If the concern relates tO myself or another adult in
my setting, T will Follow my Afllegations of Abuse’ procedure.



o Keep written records of concerns about a Child, even if there is ho heed to
make any immediate referral. T Will ensure that all SUCh records are kept
confidential and securely, separate from a Childs records.

o Liaise with other agencies and professionals

o Attend Case conferences or other multi-agency planhhing meetings, as
hecessary

o Ensure that any child currently with a Child protection plah wWho is absent
without explanation is referred to their SocCial Worker, SocCial Care Team

1f a child confides in me I will:

o Ghow that I have understood what they are saying and that ] take their
allegations seriously
o Encourage the child to talk, without asking leading questions or interrupting
when a child is reCalling a sighifiCant event
o TRecord the concerh and the Childs comments inh Writing, in their own words
as far as possible. The record will contain;
> The childs hame
> The childs date Of birth
» The date the record is made
> A hote Of the Childs hon verbal behaviour
> A body map, if appropriate to record any Visible injuries or marks
> MY hame and sighature
o Inform the child that I Cahnhot promise hot to share this information but
that everything T do will be in the interest of their safety
o Geek advice from MASH and if necessary, |0g a referral with MASH.

Confidentiality

e ] recognise that all matters relating to safeguarding are confidential

e T Will disclose ahy information about a Child oh a heed to Khow basis only,
referring to What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused’, and the
Information Sharing Pocket Guide

e T am aware that I have a professional responsibility to Share information with
other agencies in order to safeguard in children

e 1 am aware that I Cannhot promise a Child to keep seCretS whiCh might
Compromise their safety and wellbeing.

e ] undertake to share anh intention to refer a Child to MASH with their
parents/Carers unless to do SO could put the child at Sreater risk of harm, Or
impede a criminal investigation. If in doubt I will consult with MASH.

Visitors to my home.

e T record all visitors to my home during childminding hours with the time and
hature Of Visit. Children are not |eft unhsupervised with Visitors.

Please see my allegations of Abuse Police regarding how ] protect myself and other
adults in my home from allegations being made against us.



If you have ahy concerns, I Will be happy to meet ahd disCcuss them with you.
Childminders name: Melanie MCKenhnha

Childminders signhature:

Date: 29 September 2010
TReview Date: September 2011

TReviewed

(1) MASH enquiries:  08%4 8803563
Email mashsecure@deon.gcsx.gov.uk
Consultation enquiries: 01392 388297 Or 01392 388296

Ofsted 0300 1231231
LADO 01392 383013
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